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A Citation for Mr. Arthur Hinton
Doctor of Education, honoris causa
To be delivered on 19 November 2004
10th Graduation Ceremony of 

Hong Kong Institute of Education
Mr. Chairman of the Council,
I am honoured to present Mr. Arthur Hinton, a most distinguished and admired educator who contributed the major part of his life work to Hong Kong.  
Mr. Arthur Hinton was born in England in 1920.  During the Second World War, he served in Europe with the Quaker Ambulance Service.  After the war, he attended Bristol University to train as a history teacher.  Upon graduation, he was appointed to the Malayan Education Department, and taught in Johor Bahru for a few years.  His wife’s health necessitated a transfer, which brought him to Hong Kong where he remained for the rest of his professional career.
During nearly 30 years as a teacher and teacher educator in Hong Kong, Mr. Hinton had a distinguished career first in the Education Department, then in academia.  Not long after arrival in Hong Kong in 1953, he was made the first vice-principal of Queen Elizabeth School, the newest government secondary school located in the then semi-urbanized area of Mongkok; in 1959, he became the principal.  Over more than a decade, he developed QES into what was often considered to be the best school in Hong Kong at the time, where the students, many from underprivileged families, distinguished themselves not only academically but also with a devotion to the service and welfare of the community.  Many former pupils of the school in fact chose careers in education and social service over more lucrative or glamourous options, often attributing their choice to their beloved Mr. Hinton’s inspiration.

In 1967, Mr. Hinton was promoted to head one of our Institute’s predecessor colleges, the Northcote College of Education, then considered the most prominent of principalships within the Education Department.  He was a significant leader of the teaching profession, during a time of transition when teacher training was settling down from the breakneck expansion of the early postwar decades into more qualitative developments.  In the mid 1970s, he retired from the civil service, and joined the School of Education, CUHK, as Senior Lecturer for History Curriculum & Instruction.  He again provided valuable leadership, not only in his own subject, but also in public debates on major topics of the time, such as medium of instruction, class size, universal secondary education, the Precious Blood Golden Jubilee School affair, and other issues.  In the early 1980s, he retired from CUHK, and moved with his wife Hedy to her native Vienna (from which she had fled the Nazi Aschluss).

Mr. Hinton’s teaching career was characterized by dedication to his subject and commitment to humanistic values.  His care and concern for his students was such that hundreds of them have remained his friends and admirers even after 50 years, as evinced by the very active QES past students’ chapters in Hong Kong and around the world, which all respond enthusiastically to a visit from Mr. Hinton.  Beyond the school, his role as a leader in improving education and bettering society was also prominent.  He consistently followed his conscience and his professional convictions, even at the cost of his career; e.g., an essay he wrote in the 1950s in support of mother tongue education in Hong Kong secondary schools has been cited as a major reason why he was never made Director of Education, despite his evident ability, achievement and prestige.  In the 1970s, he helped establish and led the Educators’ Social Action Council (ESAC for short).  ESAC was one of the earliest “pressure groups” which have contributed to Hong Kong’s growth as a civil society; it was made up of well known teachers and youth workers, and published pamphlets and organised forums on social issues.  This also earned him the suspicion as a “trouble-maker” in certain quarters.  
Mr. Arthur Hinton has given to Hong Kong the best decades of his life as a dedicated teacher and as a conscientious, independent-minded and humane civil servant.  His career reflected the many layered experiences of inequalities and compassion, of intolerance and cross-cultural empathy, that was so often manifested in Hong Kong in the 1950s to '70s.  He is a great educator with firmly held pacifist and humanitarian convictions, as well as a warm and loving personality.  The fact that he remains to this day a beloved friend of hundreds of his former students now living around the world, attests to his success as a teacher and a human being.
Our Institute in its 10th anniversary year cannot do better than to honour one of the great teachers of 20th-century Hong Kong.  Mr. Chairman, may I call upon you to confer on this distinguished educator the degree of Doctor of Education, honoris causa.
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